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SUBJECT: ATTACK ON MINISTER OF INTERIOR 


1 . SUMMARY: SOMEONE FIRED ROCKET PROPELLED GRENADES 
(RPG) AT THE THAI MINISTER OF INTERIOR, SAMAK 
SUNDARAVEJ IN LAMPANG LAST NIGHT. NO ONE WAS INJURED. 

SO FAR POLICE HAVE NO CLUES AS TO WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
ATTACK. 

2. LOCAL SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED MOST OF THE DETAILS IN THIS 
MORNING S BANGKOK POAST STORY WHICH REPORTS AN ATTACK ON THE 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR, SAMAK SUNDARAVEJ IN THE CITY OF 
LAMPANG LAST NIGHT. THE ATTACK TOOK PLACE AT 10:40 P.M. 

IN FRONT OF THE LOCAL TV STATION WHERE SAMAK HAD JUST 
APPEARED ON A "REPORT TO THE PEOPLE" PROGRAM. SOMEONE 
FIRED WHAT ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN THREE RPGS AT THE 
CAR IN WHICH SAMAK WAS RIDING. THE CAR WAS SLIGHTLY DAMAGED 
BUT NEITHER SAMAK NOR ANY ONE ELSE IN THE CAR WAS INJURED. 

3. POLICE HAVE RECOVERED A TAIL FIN FROM A GRENADE, BUT THERE 
IS NOT YET ANY POSITIIVE IDENTIFICATION OF THE KIND OF GROUND 
USED IN THE ATTACK. 
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4. AS OF YET WE HAVE NO IDEA ABOUT WHO MAY HAVE MADE THE 
ATTACK. THE CITY OF LAMPANG IS SO FAR FROM ANY AREAS WHERE 
INSURGENTS ARE KNOWN TO BE OPERATING THAT IT SEEMS UNLIKELY 
THIS WAS A CPT INSPIRED ATTACK. IT IS POSSIBLE THE ATTACK 
MIGHT BE CONNECTED TO A RATHER BITTER DISPUTE IN 
LAMPANG BETWEEN THE GOVERNOR AND THE LAMPANG PRESS. AS 
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A RESULT OF THAT DISPUTE, TWO LAMPANG NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN 
CLOSED DOWN. AND SAMAK HAS LOTS OF OTHER ENEMIES, SOME OF 
WHICH ARE PROBABLY CAPABLE OF TRYING THIS SORT OF THING. 

WHATEVER THE MOTIVES BEHIND THE ATTACK, SAMAK'S 
APPEARANCE AT THE TV STATION WAS WELL ADVERTISED BEFORE 
HAND AND SOMEONE WITH A GRIEVENCE HAS PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY 
TO SET UP AN AMBUSH. WHILE THE THAI GOVERNMENT'S RECENT 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL WEAPONS HAS SIGNIFICANTLY 
SLOWED DOWN THE TRADE IN THOSE ITEMS, IT IS STILL POSSIBLE 
TO OBTAIN THE KIND OF WEAPONS APPARENTLY USED AGAINST THE 
MINISTER ALMOST ANY PLACE IN NORTH THAILAND. 

TANNER 
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